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Eco Update
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Welcome to this years eco journey at St Mary’s.
We are so proud of what we have achieved this
year and can't wait to share it with you.
Sustainability is at the heart of our school and our
eco journey reflects our commitment to creating a

greener future for our students and school
community.



Green Flag Award
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Green Flag Topics
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Eco-Schools

Green Flag Award

We would like to share
with you some of the
activities that we have
completed to help us
towards applying for our
Green Flag Award and
becoming an Eco School.



Waste and Recycling Aroun
Mary’s School
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Playground Waste Collection

. Recycle yo
) but%riesyht;:':

For more information visit

recyclemore.co.uk/batteries

Household batteries only

we accept the following batteries in this container:




Litter Free Lunch

This station is used to discard any uneaten
food by the children that have hot school
dinners.

Childrenwho b
requested to tak

home to help p
and arou







Clean ®

in our school, learn about responsibility, and make a
positive difference to the placeave learn in every day.
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Aylesbury Wombies's poat

Aylesbury Wombles is at St Mary's
Primary School Aylesbury, - Fo

St Mary's School. Farford Leys today

L 724 womble volureers Andy. Nina Steve

The chilcken wera really enthusastc and
coliected 10 bags nubbish, 5 bags of
reCycing &nd & few Othe ger Bts from
arcund the school grounds

Steve in true Magpie style rescued 8 fow

Homs 10 rouss Dy making %0 Dug hotels

A great morning was had by everyone €

The Aylesbury Wo




Poster
Competition

everyone how we can work together to care for our
environment!
Here are some of the designs.




We were in the process of
upgrading the books in our
library and felt that it was a
good opportunity for some of
the children in our school to
benefit from this rather than
us throwing them away.
Small groups of children came
and chose four books that
they could take home and
enjoy.
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the importance




Biffa Visit

......................................

into the correct recycling categories, explori
sites are managed, and trying out hand
showed how much waste can be red
everyday choices.
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place2BeS
CHILDREN'S the importance of emotional wolSE RIS I e

MENTAL “EALTH alongside learning how rainbows are formed and about

can change, and that it is important toshow kindness,
EB patience, and support during all emotional “weathers.”
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On Earth Day, Year 2 took part in a creative activity to make the E
pictures from magazines, newspapers and other recycled materia
paper into small pieces and worked together to create a colourf
Through this activity, the children learned about the importan
reusing materials can help reduce waste and protect our planet.
small actions, like recycling paper, can make a big difference



As part of Earth Day, Year 5 pupils wrote a pledge about
how they are going to help save the planet. They spent
time talking together and reflecting on how the actions of
others can damage and destroy their world. Through
these discussions, they learned that small choices could
have a big impact and that everyone has a responsibility
to care for the Earth. The children shared thoughtful
ideas about how they can change their own behaviour to
help protect the environment for the future.




@ HELP US CREATEAN @
ECO-FRIENDLY ART PROJECT!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Our children are working on an exciting art project
that promotes recycling and raises awareness
about the impact of single-use plastics

on our planet.

WHAT WE NEED:

@ Clean, washed plastic bottle -’
tops (milk bottles, juice bottles,
etc.)

& Please send them in with your child

| WHY IT MATTERS: ~‘
Bp Every year, millionsofplasticitem‘-,, ‘

end up in our oceans, harming mariné*@a o
life and polluting ecosystems. By reusing

these bottle tops, we can show the children

how small actions make a big difference!

¥ ) LET'S TURN WASTE INTO ART
{/ AND PROTECT OUR SEAS!

Y/ _THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! thrown away. We also sent out

ﬂ‘ leaflet to all our famili
the collection and
children’s learnin




The Eco Warriors B

sorting the plastic J
bottle tops into -
colours
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Our Finished picture is displayed in our school




We took part in this years Big School
Bird Watch. We joined thousands of
other schools to find out which birds
visit our school grounds.

The Big Schools’ Birdwatch is a simple
bird survey that we took partin and
enjoyed together. Thisractivitywasabout
counting the number of birds in our
school grounds with in a given time. We
monitored our Forest School for about 1
hour. The results contributed to the Big
Garden Birdwatch - the world’s largest
wildlife survey.



Black-headed Gull Lesser Black-backed Gull

Grey straaks on hesd
S '30d neck in winter

Male Blackbird Starling i : Sl

Glossy black R legs and oot —o-
feathers with —>
white speckles
1 Bisck-headed Gull Losser Biack-backed Gull
Length Jeem o Length: S2cm

Herring Gull Great Black-backed Gull

Yelloweye ring ~
Phin black

feathers

Crey streaks on head
starling ek mwrtes —— : o<
Length 2lcm /’ —
Pate grey back
andwings “~

- Biack back and wings
ackdaw - = vl 5
J _ e o

<

Crey feathers

5 ”ﬁm-_ andteet —— Pirklegs and e
onbackof head . g Pl mdiat
/ — - P
i Length Shcm won @ Lergn escm

with grey base

Blackbird ‘

Gy streaks o head
Length: 24cm 4

i nck in wintar

20008, Scotans 0 SCOPESE Images s angran it e ot

Y Shagey
featherson
legs and belly

A s A e
==, Length 3acm Length: 44cm &m =

Carrion Crow Hooded Crow

o Black head

tatow X ®*T - What did you see?

B
bunt besk { Note down the highest number of each species that you see together
Greyback _—~ at the same time. Work out a simple way o record how many you count.

and belly . Why wouldn't you use a tally chart? 1 Man ; dyou See?

€ same k;
ind
€ same tinye,

Carrion Crow Hooded Crow
Here's everything you need to know. Length: 45cm Length: a5cm ol

mages v g o g o) Woodpigeon voie g Blackbird
. T g socan or e 0 207076, Scotnana SCOTsh s s
'I Find the perfect spot
to do your Big Schools’ Birdwatch " § A 3
hy ot o
Male

ihy not put up ssit?
Just make sure you thoroughly clean all feeding areas at least once a week.
find full instructions b k/heepy birds h

Youl & iy Carrion Crow Fersie House Sparrow
For more activities to try before the Birdwatch, take a look at the links 3
and istratic ion email to b Y

specialst resources.

How to take part 4

Black-headed Gt
Do your Birdwatch!
Between 6 January and 13 February, use our 1D resources and survey sheets
o record the highest number of each species that you see at the ame time.
Use our historical datasheets to compare your sightings with the national
Tesults from previous years. %

ing hint: Discuss why a tally chart doesnt work well whea
cw:llingbin‘lx for Big Schoqus’)ﬂild:’:ljch. We me:i to make sure

50 we stat counting again from one each time we see a bird species.

Tall us your results
Compl b i ith Y going
pb. ke /schs h All wen if you dont
see anything, Once you'e submitted your class esult, youTl receive
i p for your class, ks ther resources.

‘The deadline for submitting your results is 23 February 2026.

Go for lign'.sldl

Your Birdwatch counts as one activity towards our

‘Wild Challenge award. To find out more, scan the code or visit
rspb.orguk/schoolswildchallenge

Did you notice anything in particular about the birds you saw? Differences in how they
moved or what they were doing? O perhaps you managed to see and Identify a bird
ot shown here? If so, note these things in the space on the back or on a separate sheet
For more information, scan the code or visit: rspb.org.uk/schoolswateh

s Images powo Lamgrman b imagescom) 37140351526
Images en Andrew ropo.rapezcor) s 2
T oy Socaty o e 140352526 g(ou“d




Bird Feeders




Sensory Garden




to stimulate
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their designated year group area to plant the
contributions they had brought.
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Our nursery children have their own
vegetable patch where they take care
of and learn how to grow a range of
different vegetables and flowers. They
plant items such as carrots, potatoes,
tomatoes, and peas, as well as flowers
like sunflowers and marigolds. The
children water the plants, watch them
grow, and help to keep the area tidy.




This year our school is proud to have
achieved the Modeshift STARS Excellent
Travel Plan Award, recognising our strong
commitment to promoting sustainable
travel. This achievement reflects the hard
work of our whole community in encouraging
safer, greener, and healthier journeys to and
from school. We will continue to build on
this success as we inspire our pupils and
families to make more sustainable travel
choices and inspire to support a healthier
environment around our school gates.

, * / MODESHIFiy

JAL

EDUCATION

\

EXCELLENT TRAVEL PLAN 2025/2026



Veg Power




the Sheep, which shows children the joy of growing and
tasting their own produce. Our/ear 4 children decided to
take part and enjoyed every minute of it.




At Veg Power our missic .
more vegetables. :

- Information

Green thumbs up: How enga%ing
kids in growing veq can lead to

heathyhabts: =~ MK Clo@iamm)l 3=z 0 RERROOOS

We all know how challenging it can be to encourage children to
eat vegetables, and | am of no surprise to you that most
children are not eatin 2t search

ts they should.

ray be porticularly powerful f
tention Defi

er independence and my, an
can gain confidence and

gwi e grow
m

GrowingToLove.com Smctoes corkain much gectesquart
I

yovR s s
For each stage of the growing project there
are certain points you may want to think

') about planning now. Every stage from sowin
WHAT'S IN THE BOX? i et b sl i plorks b WA
* 28 page TW;""S Gdulde the children has pages full of information, a
. 3:. ";"’"" £ ““'.1!(“" e checklist to help you map out your journey and
i g x";r;p:;‘)'?o: :":;M a planner for all your notes.

sill kits with 5 sets of 4

seed cells
» 15 Tomato seed packs
« 100 x Plant labels

1x Bale of stage one

seed sowing compost

'VEGPOWER)

PLANNING - APRIL

Shoun the sheep and shous's mage
+ 1x Bale of multi purpose L-_emmgso«mmm
repotting compost SVeg Powes 2026

+ 1x Bottle of organic
vegetable feed

+ 32 x Facemask craft
project

If your delivery has not
arrived by 13th April,
please contact us via

the platform of

_ vegpower.org.ukjcontact
=

IMPORTANT:
Ideally tomatoes
should be planted
in March. April is
fine but please
sow them as soon
as possible after
the Easter holiday
to give them the best
chance. Tum to page 8.



Vinecraft instructions
Activities

Get ready for @ fun, collaborative craft project!

The whole class will be butiding & vibrant tomata wine

to brighten up your classroom or school.

There are 32 pleces to colour-in, one Per chitd and maybe
q few spare depending on your class size.

You can choose to cut them out or stick them up

4 as whole cards to uild your vinel

vine shapes to sult your SPAce,;

- You can make rmany different
expeﬁment with different shapes and layouts —~
check the back for some ideas!

| oRE Py,
oM P,
YYou can head o the v
website to download and . g c
- QO%G TTo
& %,
),
& wediovetosee Fe

out as many different
eces oS you wish-

print

pi
We'd love to see
g jumbe vine take
over the schooft

Q' jour finished vine!
Ploase shore photos
o social medic with

YGrowingToLove \
or email them directy ©

T in@vegpawerorguk

row.ntﬂoy Om# o
8gto;,. . VEGPOWE!

@ \EG POWER 162025
Shaun the. ‘Sheep is a trade mark of anRoABN ANIMATIONS LTO




responsibility, healthy eating, and the
environment.

' GROWING
TOGETHER










Watch the Chick Hatch!




living things have life cycles and play an important role in maintaining b
within different environments.
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the incubator
the toble

switches on

L. Do ok ond uatch the egys-

' 9 Wash dmr‘

A +the incubc

the toble

4. b I8Gncl wotch the eqgS
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