
Vision, Values, Spirituality 
and the RE curriculum

10.09.25

Shine as Lights in the World



Welcome



Our Theologically Rooted Christian Vision

At St Mary’s CE School, our core purpose is to enable all to ‘shine 
as lights in the world’.

Through our inclusive Christian values, we empower the school 
community to be thoughtful human beings by 

showing respect for themselves, for others and for the world 
around us. We strive for all to have the integrity to achieve our 

full potential through resilient endeavours.



"You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, 

they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."

Matthew 5:14-16

Shine as Lights in the World



Respect  Integrity  Resilience

Values



Spirituality



“Spirituality is like a bird; if you hold it too tightly it chokes; if you hold it too 
loosely, it flies away.” Rabbi Hugo Gryn 



Church of England Vision 

for Education

“Our vision embraces the spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional, moral and 

social development of children and young people.” A core desire that we have 

found expressed in many ways is for ‘life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10). It is about 

‘educating the whole person’, 



Spirituality is not something we can see; it is something that we feel inside ourselves. The 

language of spirituality begins from a Christian understanding that everyone and 

everything is a valued creation, individually and uniquely made by God. At St Mary’s we 

believe spirituality is about:

• Being aware of ourselves and the world around you 

• Promoting awe and wonder – the wow factor 

• Values and beliefs - the big questions 

• Emotions 

Spirituality is the heartbeat of our school. It is how we understand ourselves and our place 

in the world: recognising strengths, weaknesses and having the confidence to challenge 

ourselves. We care for the local and global community and our Christian values underpin 

our learning and encourage our children to ask and answer ‘big questions’.

Spirituality at SMA



Windows, Mirrors and Doors

Window – Beauty 

Like looking 

through a window. 

Looking at the 

world in new ways. 

Mirrors – Self

Like looking in a 

mirror...Think about 

ourselves and how 

we feel about 

things.

Doors – Others

Like opening a 

door to welcome 

people in… We 

encourage you to 

‘go through the 

door’ and respond 

to the things you 

see.



RE Curriculum



The disciplinary lenses

• ‘Beliefs and questions’ units focus on theology; 

• ‘Community and identity’ units focus on human and 

social science and history; 

• ‘Reality and truth’ units focus on philosophy and 

ethics. 



The SMA Curriculum









Any Questions?
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