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Volunteer Reader - Job Description 
 
	Reader:
· Listening to children read - one to one
Responsible to: the class teacher
Core purpose: To hear pupils read, especially those that don’t read regularly or are struggling with reading.

· Listening to children read – groups
Responsible to: the class teacher
Core purpose: To hear a group of pupils read, with the purpose of developing reading comprehension skills.

	Volunteers must 
 
	· Follow the school’s Code of Conduct and volunteer policy.
· Commit to promoting and safeguarding the welfare of all children.
· Maintains strict confidentiality regarding the privacy of pupils and staff, including conversations, records and other material.
· Develop and maintain effective working relationships with pupils, staff and parents.
· Contribute to the maintenance of a safe and healthy environment. 

	Key Duties and 
Responsibilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Listening to children read - one to one
1. One-on-one, listen to pupils read, supporting them by:
a. Encouraging them to sound out words they don’t know.
b. Asking questions about what they have read: 
i. Making Connections. Comparisons/parallels, both obvious ones and abstract ones. Between texts and to real life. 
ii. Monitoring. The child’s awareness that something he/she just read doesn’t make sense to them.
iii. Summarising. Reformulating the absorbed information in the child’s own words.
iv. Taking notes to feedback to the teacher on strengths and gaps in pupils performance.
2. Encourage a love of reading, by giving them gentle praise and encouragement, and discussing books and stories they like.
Basic requirements for this role:
· Able to read books up to and including teenager level.
· Confidence to ask children questions about what they’ve read.
· Kindness and patience.
Listening to children read - groups
1. Using a text or book provided by the class teacher, work with a group of up to 6 pupils to help them develop comprehension skills.
a. Encouraging them to:
i. Read with expression
ii. Sound out words they don’t know.
b. Asking questions about what they have read: 
i. Making Connections. Comparisons/parallels, both obvious ones and abstract ones. Between texts and to real life. 
ii. Monitoring. The child’s awareness that something he/she just read doesn’t make sense to them.
iii. Summarising. Reformulating the absorbed information in the child’s own words.
Basic requirements for this role:
· Able to read books up to and including teenager level.
· Confidence to control a group of children and be responsible for their behaviour and learning. 
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St Mary’s CE School, Keen Close, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP19 7WF 
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